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News from the Principal 

 
Dear TES families, 

  

Perhaps more than any other holiday, Thanksgiving reminds us to pause and celebrate all that 

we have in our lives. This year, in addition to being thankful for my family and friends, our 

collective health and safety, I also give thanks for having the opportunity to collaborate with 

you as members of the TES School Family as you continue to support our TES community. 

Together, we are creating a culture of excellence, resilience and empathy to ensure that every 

student receives the education and social-emotional support he or she needs and deserves.  

Between home and the schoolhouse, we are making great strides!  Our work is demanding, but 

the rewards are immeasurable. We are helping to change lives and shape the future.  

 

Virtual Conference day is Tuesday, November 23rd for Kindergarten-Fifth Grades.  Gone are 

the days when Parent-Teacher Conferences were scheduled so teachers could simply inform 

parents about their child’s progress.  Conferences are an integral part of a relationship that 

puts the welfare of a child in the forefront. A close parent-teacher relationship is critical to your 

child’s education, and we trust you’ll always feel that we’re here to listen and to help, as we all 

strive to do what’s best for each of our students.  

 

November 8th was the beginning of the second marking period.  Please take the time to review 

your child’s report card from the first marking period on November 22nd. Have a discussion 

and let your child know how proud you are. In areas of concern, discuss ways in which your 

son/daughter can improve. Have your child set a goal that he/she would like to accomplish for 

the second marking period and monitor his/her progress frequently. 

 

Thank you for your ongoing support and determination. 

 

Your Proud Principal, 

Laurie L. Brown 

 

Holidays and Observances in November 
 

November is National Gratitude Month which makes sense since Thanksgiving is a day of 

gratitude.  November is also National Native American Heritage Month. It is a time to 

celebrate rich and diverse cultures, traditions, and histories and to acknowledge the important 

contributions of Native people. Hanukkah is in November this year. Hanukkah, which is 

https://timoniumes.bcps.org/


Hebrew for “dedication,” is the Festival of Lights. Finally, it’s also time to recognize and 

appreciate service members. 

 

News from the School Counselor 
 

There are several ways TES students’ social emotional wellness is supported throughout the 

school day.  Some examples include: 
 

• Daily community circles that are facilitated by teachers.  

• Classroom lessons which focus on the Conscious Discipline Program and healthy 
relationships, which are taught by teachers.  

• STARR Student Character Education Program  

• Opportunities to meet with the school counselor  

• Monthly School Counseling Lessons  

 

Below you will find a list of the topics that are covered during this year’s school 

counseling lessons.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

It is our hope that the core curriculum counseling lessons will help to promote the 

social emotional, academic, and career development of our students. We hope that you 

can help your child reflect on these monthly lessons by discussing their content 

together.  
 

Additional resources are listed below.  Please feel free to contact Jennifer Ashton, school 

counselor, with any questions about the school counseling program. She can be reached at 

443-809-2827 or via email at jashton@bcps.org.   

  

Additional resources:  
Conscious Discipline Website  

BCPS Parent University  

  

SEL Tip of the Month  
 

Start with the basics… 
 

Consider your family’s daily routines.  

Is each family member getting enough sleep?  

Is each family member exercising daily?  

Does each family member have a trusted person on whom they can rely?  

 

Month  Topic  

September  Resilience  

October  Bullying  

November  Relationship Skills  

December  Personal Safety  

January  Character  

February  Celebrating Differences  

March  Mindfulness  

April  Coping Skills  

May  Career  

mailto:_______@bcps.org
https://consciousdiscipline.com/methodology/brain-state-model/
https://cos.bcps.org/departments/communications/family_and_community_engagement/parent_university


  
 

Math at Home 
 

The Math at Home website by Math Learning Center (MLC) is a wonderful resource for extra 

math practice at home. It features great activities such as Which One Doesn’t Belong, Would 

you Rather, and Same or Different.  It also has links to several of the Workplaces that your 

students are using in school and has ideas for additional games that you can play as a family.  

www.mathathome.mathlearningcenter.org  

 

The Bridges math apps website is another excellent resource to explore mathematics at home.  

Math apps are a digital version of the tools your child is using in the classroom including 

geoboards, ten frames, number racks, number lines, and more. These can be used when 

solving problems at home or to explore patterns and concepts. Clicking “App Activities” at the 

top will give you already created problems and pre-formatted apps to help solve it.  

www.mathlearningcenter.org/apps  

 

We are using the First in Math program to foster mathematical fluency and computational 

skills.  Families can play to earn stickers and engage in friendly competition. To access First in 

Math, find the link in your child’s Schoology page. From the FiM player homepage, scroll down 

to the bottom to the Family Link section.  

 

Health News 
 

Baltimore County Public Schools 

COLD WEATHER ACTIVITY GUIDELINES 

In Maryland, it is unusual for air temperatures to be so cold that outside activities are 

absolutely unsafe.  Temperatures less than 40°F can result in hypothermia and/or frostbite; 

temperatures above 40°F can cause hypothermia if the person’s clothing has become saturated 

with water.  Consequently, cold is an important factor to consider when planning outside 

activities.  The following factors should be considered when planning outdoor activities in cold 

weather: 

• Wind – Wind increases the rate of heat loss from the body.  Wind chill values assist to 

calculate the level of danger from freezing temperatures and wind.  For the current table 

of wind chill values, see Wind Chill Table (https://www.weather.gov/ama/WindChill). 

• Clothing – Layered clothing, appropriate for the temperature, can mitigate or eliminate 
the effects of cold.  Multiple layers of tightly woven clothing are recommended for cold, 

windy weather. Clothing that is wet is significantly less effective at protecting the 

individual from the effects of cold.  Minimizing the amount of skin that is exposed to the 

cold air by wearing hats and gloves will reduce the chance that a child suffers from 

http://www.mathathome.mathlearningcenter.org/
http://www.mathlearningcenter.org/apps
https://www.weather.gov/ama/WindChill


symptoms of cold exposure.  Students with inadequate clothing for the 

temperature/conditions should not be permitted to participate in outdoor activities. 

• Acclimatization – Sudden changes in temperature or temperatures that are markedly 
abnormal for the region are more likely to result in cold symptoms 

• Health Status – Some health conditions, like asthma, can be exacerbated by exposure 

to cold air.  Students with heart conditions may be told to avoid intense exercise in cold 

temperatures since cold increases the strain on the heart. 

• Length of time to be outside – The length of exposure to the cold air is directly 

correlated with the risk of cold exposure.  Outdoor activities should be brief (30 minutes 

or less) in cold weather. 

• Inclement weather –In general, outdoor activities should be avoided when it is raining 

or snowing because students’ clothing may become wet and less effective at protecting 
them from cold. 

 

The first sign that a student is too cold is shivering; any student with persistent (more than 

momentary) shivering should be sent inside to warm up.  Any student with signs of 

hypothermia (prolonged shivering, exhaustion, confusion, clumsiness, memory loss, slurred 

speech or drowsiness) should be sent immediately to the school nurse. 

Frostbite is an injury to skin from exposure to cold.  Appropriately dressed students should 

never encounter risk of frostbite from outside activities; nonetheless, teachers should be alert 

to symptoms of frostbite, which include white or gray skin and stinging sensation or numbness 

in the affected area.  Frostbite is most likely to occur on the face, hands, and feet.  Students 

with suspected symptoms of frostbite should be immediately sent inside to the school nurse. 

 

Calendar of Events 
 

November 22  School Appropriate Pajama Day 

Report cards going home and ready to be viewed in Focus.  

   Pie in the Face Event:  Mr. Scarfile and Principal Brown  

   This will be recorded and posted for families to view later.  

November 23  Elementary Conference Day 

   School Closed for Students 

November 24-26 School Closed for Thanksgiving Holiday 

November 28  First Night of Hanukkah 

November 29  Principal Brown will sleep on the school roof. 

December 6  Virtual Parent Academy, 6:00:  Conscious Discipline 

December 8  Virtual PTA Meeting, 7:00 

December 14  Picture Day for Make-Ups and 4th Grade 

Virtual 5th Grade Chorus Assembly in School 

   This will be recorded and be available for families to watch later. 

December 21  Virtual 5th Grade Orchestra/Band Assembly in School 

   This will be recorded and be available for families to watch later. 

Dec 24-Jan 2  Winter Break; Schools Closed 

January 3  Schools Re-open 


